Fallen Heroes Day:  A 25-Year Anniversary
Dulaney Valley Memorial Gardens
The Fallen Heroes Day tradition
· John Warfield Armiger Sr., founder of Dulaney Valley Memorial Gardens and Mausoleum, established the Fallen Heroes Memorial in 1976. It was a place set aside for police officers and firefighters who died in the line of duty.

· The first observance of Fallen Heroes Day in 1986 was due to the efforts of John W. Armiger, Jr., who, after burying three Baltimore County Firefighters at the Fallen Heroes Memorial in 1984, felt compelled to do something to honor the men and women of the public safety community. The first observance of Fallen Heroes Day was May 16, 1986. It was later moved to the first Friday in May.

· The first ceremony remembered and honored all of the fallen heroes buried or entombed in Dulaney Valley Memorial Gardens.

Fallen Heroes Day by the numbers
· Number of Fallen Heroes Day honored to date: 147

· Number of law enforcement officers: 85

· Number of firefighters: 62

· Number of women: 9
· Number buried at Dulaney Valley Memorial Gardens: 60

· Current ceremony attendance: approx. 1,200 

Speakers

· Memorial Addresses have been given annually by the Governor and cabinet members as well as Maryland's Congressmen and Congresswomen. The Mayor of Baltimore and Country Executives who have lost a fallen hero in a particular year also give memorial addresses.
· Keynote speakers are invited to share their perspective and pay their condolences to the families of the fallen heroes. A sample of past speakers includes: Dan Rodricks, Sr. Kathleen Feeley, Walter Sondheim, Bea Gaddy, Peter Angelos, Steven Hunter, David Simon, Dr. Frank Reid, Dr. Thomas Scalea, Jean Marbella, Brooks Robinson, and Matt Stover.
Honored in 1986 

Paul N. Mitchell - Anne Arundel County Police
Edgar J. Rumpf, Jr. - Baltimore Police
Robert J. Wacker – MD State Police
Gary L. Wade - MD State Police
Robert Guary - MD State Police
Samuel Snyder - Baltimore County Police
Walter J. Bawroski - Baltimore County Fire Department
Henry W. Rayner, Jr. - Baltimore County Fire Department
James A. Kimbel - Baltimore County Fire Department
Marcellus Ward  - Baltimore City Police
Honored in 1987

Howard Phelps – Anne Arundel Co. Fire Department
Gregory Alan May – MD State Police

Carey Suzanne Poetzman – MD State Police

Edwin Earl Raynor – Rivera Beach Volunteer Fire Department
Richard Thomas Miller – Baltimore Police Department
Robert Alexander, Jr. – Baltimore Police Department
Robert Pyles, Sr. – MD Toll Facilities Police

Robert W. Zimmerman – Baltimore County Police Department
John Edward Sawa, Jr. – MD State Police

Larry Eugene Small – MD State Police

Winona L. Crum – Walkersville Volunteer Fire Department
Honored in 1988

James G. Yvorra – Berwyn Heights Volunteer Fire Department

Alan Patrick Sondej – Hyattsville Volunteer Fire Department

Albert C. Howard – Cockeysville Volunteer Fire Department

Eric D. Monk – MD State Police

Honored in 1989

Mark Kevin Murphy – Prince George's County Police Department

James Patrick Weeks – Anne Arundel County Fire Department

W. David Gott – Prince Frederick Volunteer Fire Department

Honored in 1990

William J. Martin – Baltimore Police 

Harry L. Kinikin, Jr. – Prince George's County Police Department
Charles M. Henderson – Ironsides Volunteer Rescue Squad

Theodore D. Wolf – MD State Police

Honored in 1991

Daniel J. Raskin – Baltimore County-Chestnut Ridge Volunteer Fire Company

Thomas Weeks – Harford County-Level Volunteer Fire Company

Thomas E. Hicks – Harford County-Citizen Volunteer Fire Company

Robert O. John Henry – Talbot County-Trappe Volunteer Fire Company

John N. Plummer – Baltimore City Fire Department

Honored in 1992

Eddie Arthur – Baltimore City Fire Department

Thomas R. Crouch – MD Toll Facilities Police

Clyde A. Burley – Allegany County-Corriganville Volunteer Fire Company

Kenneth M. Hedrick – Prince George's County-Morningside Volunteer Fire Department

Herbert B. Campbell – Baltimore County-Middle River Volunteer Fire Company

Honored in 1993

Ryan Christopher Johnson – Prince George's County Police Department

James H. Stavely, III – Braddock Heights Volunteer Fire Company

Ira N. Weiner – Baltimore Police Department

Mark Patrick Groner – MD State Police
Roger P. Fleming – Prince George's County Police Department

Honored in 1994

William W. Overman, Jr. – Anne Arundel County- Herald Harbor Volunteer Fire Company

Michael J. Wilcom, Jr. – Frederick County-New Market District Volunteer Fire & Rescue Co.

Herman A. Jones – Baltimore Police Department

Mark M. Filer – Montgomery County Police Department

James E. Walch – Montgomery County Police Department
John L. Bagileo – Prince George's County Police Department

Honored in 1995

Gerald Michael Armiger – Baltimore Police Department

Alton Glento Warren – Baltimore City Fire Department

Earl McNeal, Jr. –Somerset County-Princess Anne Volunteer Fire Company

Honored in 1996

John J. Novabilski – Prince George's County Police Department

Leroy J. Cropper, Jr. – Ocean City Volunteer Fire Company

Eric D. Schaefer – Baltimore City Fire Department

Edward A. Plank, Jr. – MD State Police

Joseph T. Lanzi – MD State Police

Timothy C. Minor – Charles County Sheriff's Department

Honored in 1997

Sammy Lee Strall – Cecil County-Community Fire Co. of Rising Sun

Eugene Bauerlein – Carroll County-Westminster Fire Engine & Hose Co. Number 1
William R. Chambers. Jr. – Anne Arundel County EMS/Fire/Rescue

Donald Steven Trice, Jr. – Wicomico County-Sharptown Volunteer Fire Company

Charles A. Weber, Sr. – Baltimore County-Violetville Volunteer Fire Company

Honored in 1998

Owen Eugene Sweeney, Jr. – Baltimore Police Department

Nancy Christine Hardesty – Anne Arundel County Police Department (crossing guard)

Raymond Gerard Armstead, Jr. – MD State Police

Honored in 1999

David M. Brinkley – Queen Anne's County-United Communities Volunteer Fire Department

John R. Kennedy – Worcester County-Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire Department

Joe Kroboth, Jr. – Washington County-Volunteer Fire Company of Halfway

Preston E. Patterson – Carroll County-Manchester Fire Engine and Hook & Ladder Company
Clarence H. Nalley, Jr. – Baltimore City Fire Department

Harold J. Carey – Baltimore Police Department

Barry W. Wood – Baltimore Police Department

Terry Lee Myers – Frederick County-Vigilant Hose Company

Honored in 2000

Roy K. Crago – Harford County-Fallston Volunteer Fire & Ambulance Company
Bruce A. Prothero – Baltimore County Police Department

Jamie A. Roussey – Baltimore Police Department
Kevon M. Gavin – Baltimore Police Department

Honored in 2001

Brian K. Heller – Worcester County Sheriff's Office

Robert W. Humphrey – Maryland Line Volunteer Fire Protection Association

John D. Platt – Baltimore Police Department

Kevin J. McCarthy – Baltimore Police Department
John W. Stem, Sr. – Baltimore County Police Department

Edward M. Toatley – MD State Police

Kilonzo M. Masembwa – Prince George's County Police Department

Gilmore "Butch" Stitley – Citizen's Truck Company Number 4

Jason C. Schwenz – Queen Anne's County Sheriff's Office

Michael S. Nickerson – Centreville Police Department

Michael J. Cowdery, Jr. – Baltimore Police Department

Honored in 2002

Clarence "Cuz" Kreitzer – Bowie Volunteer Fire Department Station Number 19

Mark F. Parry – Baltimore County Police Department

Honored in 2003

Kristen Marie Pataki – MD National Park Police, Montgomery County Division

Andrew J. Waybright – Harney Volunteer Fire Company

Crystal D. Sheffield – Baltimore Police Department

James V. Arnaud – Prince George's County Sheriff's Department

Elizabeth L. Magruder – Prince George's County Sheriff's Department

Thomas G. Newman – Baltimore Police Department

Justin R. Mangum – Mechanicsville Volunteer Rescue Squad
Ernest J. Leatherbury – Crisfield Police Department

Honored in 2004

Walter A. Taylor, Jr. – Baltimore Police Department

William "Doug" Thomas – Kent Island Volunteer Fire Department

Joseph A. Mattingly, Jr. – Montgomery County Police Department

Anthony M. Walker – Prince George's County Police Department

Nadar Hammett – Prince George's County Fire/EMS Department

Thomas F. Brown – Baltimore County Fire Department

Richard A. Jones – Maryland Line Volunteer Fire Company

Honored in 2005

Raymond S. Bosley – Baltimore County Fire Department

Anthony Jones – MD State Police

Connie C. Bornman – Middle River Ambulance Rescue Company

Brian D.Winder – Baltimore Police Department

Duke G. Aaron, III – Maryland Transportation Authority Police

Jack C. Zoppo – Baltimore City Fire Department

Honored in 2006

Steven F. Gaughan – Prince George's County Police Department

Joseph W. Buckel – Garrett County-Bittinger Volunteer Fire Company

Grant F. Turner – Maryland Transportation Authority Police

Jeffery A. Wroten – Maryland Division of Correction

Russell A. Hamer – Baltimore County Police Department

George T. Arrington – Baltimore County Police Department

Honored in 2007

Anthony A. Byrd – Baltimore Police Department
David McGuinn – Maryland Division of Correction

Robert T. Krauss – Maryland Transportation Authority Police
Allan M. Roberts – Baltimore City Fire Department

William H. Beebe, Jr. – Harford County Sheriff's Office

Edward D. Wilburn – Deep Creek Volunteer Fire Department

Troy L. Chesley, Sr. – Baltimore Police Department

Racheal M. Wilson – Baltimore City Fire Department

Honored in 2008

Luke T. Hoffman – Montgomery County Police Department

Scott A. Wheeler – Howard Country Police Department

Christopher S. Nicholson – Smithsburg Police Department

Courtney G. Brooks – Maryland Transportation Authority Police

Jarrett Dixon – Baltimore County Fire Department

Donald W. Hubbel – Baltimore City Fire Department

Honored in 2009

Richard S. Findley – Prince George's County Police Department

Michael P. Howe – Baltimore County Police Department

Stephen H. Bunker – MD State Police

Mickey C. Lippy – MD State Police

Tonya M. Mallard – Waldorf Volunteer Fire Department

Brian D. Neville – Baltimore County Fire Department

Richard M. Bremer – Frederick City Police Department

Samuel S. Hicks – Federal Bureau of Investigation

Thomas E. Rice, Sr. – Baltimore County Fire Department

Honored in 2010

Charles "Buck" Clough, Jr. - Queen Anne's County-Sudlersville Volunteer Fire Company  

Corporal Thomas P. Jensen - Prince George's County Police Department

Notable participants in the 25th annual Fallen Heroes Day ceremony:

· Each year a copy of the Governor's Proclamation, declaring the date to be Fallen Heroes Day in Maryland, is presented to the families of past honorees representing the both the law enforcement and firefighting communities, on behalf of all Maryland Fallen Hero survivors. 
This year, copies of the Proclamation will be presented to the families of the three fallen firefighters who actually inspired the first Fallen Heroes Day. Walter Bawroski, Sr., 38, Henry Rayner, Jr., 32, and James Kimbel, 25, of Engine 6/Dundalk, lost their lives fighting the 5-alarm Shiller’s Furniture Fire on Holabird Ave.(Baltimore County Fallen Firefighters Foundation website http://www.bcofff.com/schillers.htm). The burial of the three Baltimore County firefighters 26 years ago, at Dulaney Valley Memorial Gardens, was the inspiration for the Fallen Heroes Day ceremony.

Representing the law enforcement community, will be the families of two officers from the Montgomery County Police Department who died in the line of duty in March 1976. Corporal John Frontczak Jr. and Captain James Daly of the Montgomery County Police Department who were shot and killed as they attempted to arrest a man who had just robbed a bank (Officer Down website: http://www.odmp.org/officer/5147-corporal-john-michael-frontczak-jr.) 

· Sue Nickerson, president of COPS (Concerns of Police Survivors) will join the Governor in presenting the Proclamations. Mrs. Nickerson lost her son Officer Michael Nickerson, age 24, of the Centreville Police Department in February, 2001. Officer Nickerson was responding to a call about a noise disturbance in a trailer park when he was shot and killed by a mentally ill man. 
· Memorial Addresses will be given by:

Governor Martin O'Malley

Baltimore County Executive Jim Smith
· Keynote speech: Jayne Miller, WBAL-TV, Chief Investigative Reporter
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