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April 26, 2010
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FIREFIGHTERS UNIONS CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE END TO FIREHOUSE CLOSINGS
FIREFIGHTERS RESCUE FOUR CITIZENS, DESPITE DELAYS CAUSED BY FIREHOUSE ROULETTE

Just after 6:00 am, the morning of April 25, 2010, Baltimore Firefighters were alerted to a reported building fire in the 4700 block of Liberty Heights Avenue.  Unfortunately, the closest Engine (water) was moved from their station at 3906 Liberty Heights Avenue to another station all night long, to cover for an engine in Park Heights closed to save money.  To make matters worse, the closest truck (search and rescue), also from 3906 Liberty Heights Avenue, was in the station, but the crew was staffing an ambulance instead of the truck.  When the call came in, Engine 46, from 5500 Reisterstown Road, was the closest engine and Truck 18, from 3130 W. North Avenue, was the closest truck.  Apparatus from as far away as Hampden and Sandtown responded to make up for the out of service units, depleting those communities of adequate fire protection as well.  Firehouse Roulette affects the whole City.

This morning, however, the men and women of the Baltimore City Fire Department showed their commitment to protect the citizens of their community.  The day shift crew from Truck 12 was already in the station, waiting for the night shift crew to return so they could place the truck back in service.  When the call came out, they did not hesitate, they jumped into action.  They advised the dispatchers they had a full crew and were responding on the call, even though they were not supposed to be on duty yet.  They were the first unit to arrive, 2 minutes after being dispatched.  It took the next closest Truck, Truck 18, twice as long to get to the scene, as it did for Truck 12.    Upon Truck 12’s arrival, they found a 2 story storefront, with heavy fire coming from the rear.  They also found 4 citizens, trapped on the roof.  They used their ladders and rescued the trapped citizens, who were turned over to BCFD Paramedics for evaluation.  The first engine to arrive was Engine 52, from 3525 Woodbrook Avenue, in Mondawmin.  They arrived 4 minutes after being dispatched.  It’s likely, had all engine’s been in service, the closest engine would have arrived in half that amount of time.  The remaining units from the first alarm arrived and began to extinguish the fire.  Since the closest engine was not in service, there was a delay in putting water on the fire.  The fire had already begun to spread to the adjacent buildings.  A second alarm was called, bringing additional firefighters to the scene.  The day crew from Park Heights was also in the station when the second alarm was alerted; they too jumped into action and responded before they were supposed to be on duty.  It took 45 minutes to bring the fire under control.  The citizens rescued by Truck 12’s crew were transported to Sinai Hospital for evaluation.  Their condition is not known at this time.  The cause of the fire remains under investigation, and no additional injuries were reported.

Back on April 7, 2010, Baltimore City Firefighter Paramedic Jeffrey Novack was seriously injured after saving the life of a citizen at an apartment fire, no thanks to the Firehouse Roulette.  Ironically, he was working on Truck 12 that evening.  Once again, a nearby engine was closed, causing a delay in putting water on that fire.  That fire was right next door to the fire station on Liberty Heights Avenue.  FFPM Novack is still hospitalized at John’s Hopkins Bayview, where he has a very long road to recovery in front of him.   
The Baltimore Firefighters Union, Local 734 says ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!     We demand, for the Citizens of Baltimore’s safety, as well as the safety of our members, that the Mayor and City Council STOP ALL FIREHOUSE CLOSURES!  Too many people have been hurt or killed already.  Too much property has been lost.  It’s only a matter of time before more people die because their closest fire engine or fire truck was closed.  We are telling the citizens that they ARE NOT SAFE.   
THE PUBLIC’S SAFETY IS IN JEOPARDY!  

Stop playing Firehouse roulette.  

Properly fund the Baltimore City Fire Department.  

Contact Person: Robert Sledgeski, 410-234-0734, pio@baltimorefirefighters.net
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