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April 10, 2010
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS MISLEAD THE PUBLIC
Fire Department Spokesman Kevin Cartwright reported to Channel 11 news that, “The claim that this firefighter suffered injuries because we were not appropriate or adequate or had insufficient units on the scene -- I question that.”  He is misleading the public and the media and the Baltimore Firefighters Union, Local 734, WILL NOT STAND FOR IT!  

His statements to the media are incorrect.  A prime example is how he told the media that Firefighter Paramedic Novack “fell from a 2nd floor window”. NO! FFPM Novack single handedly rescued one victim from the 3rd floor, and then went back in to search for more.  Due to the delay in putting water on the fire, since Engine 20 was closed to save money, FFPM Novack was forced to JUMP FROM A 3RD FLOOR WINDOW OR HE WOULD HAVE DIED!  These statements are very similar to those Spokesman Cartwright made when FPA Racheal Wilson was KILLED in a training accident.  The Department’s official statement was that she “collapsed.”
Spokesman Cartwright had very limited exposure to the rigors of firefighting before being appointed as the Press Officer, his knowledge of Fire behavior is poor, at best.  That alone should keep him from speaking on topics in which he has no knowledge.  If you want to misstate facts, feel free, but do not, DO NOT diminish the honor, courage or commitment of ANY MEMBER OF OUR DEPARTMENT to protect the Administration.
For the record, a fire doubles in intensity every minute.  If Engine 20 had been in service instead of closed to save money, they would have extinguished the fire sooner.  If the Fire was extinguished sooner, then FFPM Novack would not have been forced to jump out of a 3rd floor window.  FFPM Novack would not be laying in Shock Trauma with extremely serious injuries.  FFPM Novack would not be wondering if he has worked his last day as a member of the Baltimore Fire Department because he suffered career ending injuries BECAUSE THE ADMINISTRATION WANTED TO SAVE MONEY!
THE PUBLIC’S SAFETY IS IN JEOPARDY!  

Stop playing Firehouse roulette.  

Properly fund the Baltimore City Fire Department.  

Contact Person: Robert Sledgeski, 410-234-0734, pio@baltimorefirefighters.net
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