Cleveland Park Firefighters to Relocate During Firehouse Renovation
Part of Departmental initiative to improve conditions at community firehouses


Cleveland Park's fire station which houses Engine 28, Truck 14 and Ambulance 28, located at 3522 Connecticut Avenue, NW has been one of the District of Columbia firehouse’s in need of renovation and modernization.  Renovations are expected to begin in the near future.  In the past several years nearly every firehouse has benefited by some building enhancements and improved living conditions with few exception.  This includes firehouses in all quadrants of the City including Brookland, Capitol Hill, Congress Heights, The Heights, U Street Corridor, Foggy Bottom and Pleasant Plains, to name a few that have been the recipient of some kind of significant improvements.  These and other firehouses have been part of the Department’s ‘buff, scrub and greening’ initiative under the direction of Fire Chief Dennis Rubin. In fact, after a much awaited two-year renovation, the Trinidad firehouse is nearing completion and will be opening in the next few weeks.  Engine 10 and Truck 13 and Ambulance 10, are some of the busiest units in the City.

After an exhaustive attempt to find a temporary location in the Cleveland Park area for firefighters and equipment during the renovation, it has been determined that no site could be found that meets the expectations of both the fire department and the community, therefore personnel and equipment will be relocated to other nearby firehouses in the area.  Renovations are expected to begin in the near future whereas plans have been drawn and approved by all the necessary DC authorities. Money has been allocated to pay for the renovation. The final issue to solve had been to locate temporary space for the equipment and emergency crews during the renovation. Last spring, members of the community worked with the DC Fire and EMS Department to locate temporary space. This was unsuccessful and an alternative plan to ensure that the area is served and protected while the Cleveland Park firehouse is renovated is being implemented.  The community was recently notified of this information.

The Fire and Emergency Medical Services Department will be closing the facility housing Engine 28 and other units located at 3522 Connecticut Avenue NW within the next twenty-four hours until the renovation of the station is completed. Feedback from personnel assigned at the firehouse in addition to recent building inspections, have facilitated immediate action. The current plan is to relocate Engine 28 and Truck 14 to the fire station at 4930 Connecticut Avenue NW, about 1 mile away. In addition to ‘first responder’ coverage Emergency Medical Services in the area will be adjusted to include response from the firehouse at 1763 Lanier Place NW slightly over a mile’s distance as well as the firehouse located at 1617 U Street, NW about 2 miles away.

The plans for the renovation of Engine 28 have been completed and are currently being reviewed by the fire department's facility management office who will coordinate the project with the DC Department of Real Estate Services to be put out to bid.  It is expected that the renovation of the Cleveland Park firehouse will take about 1 year to complete.  The renovation of Engine 29, located at 4811 MacArthur Boulevard NW, in the Palisades will also go out to bid in the same package.
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