Hi All,

The wind and fire events of the past 36 hours have been unprecedented and truly historic for the Prince George’s County Fire/EMS Department.

At the height of events, the PGFD had nearly 600 Fire/EMS personnel engaged in operational or support activities from one end of the County to the other, and everywhere in between.

This included nearly 90 mutual aide personnel from the District of Columbia, the Maryland Counties of; Queen Anne, Cecil, Carroll, Caroline, Washington, Charles, St Mary’s, Calvert, Anne Arundel, Howard, Montgomery, and Baltimore City, the Virginia jurisdictions of; Alexandria, Arlington, and Fairfax, along with private tankers from the state of West Virginia.

During this period nearly 900 calls for service were received by Public Safety Communications (PSC), with incoming equipment distributed to a Northern Area Command and a Southern Area Command for deployment.
As incident after incident overwhelmed available resources, and for the first time in recent memory, a full 1/3 of the career force was recalled to duty in three stages.
The Emergency Operations Center (EOC) was opened and activated prior to noon.

Command staff was ordered to work, to assist at Public Safety Communications, on incident scenes, and as command and control staff at the EOC.
This was quickly followed by a recall of the career day-work personnel, then eventually by ‘A’ shift personnel.
While the Department has fought many large wild fires in the past, rarely if ever has the Department responded so professionally and responsibly to so many significant and long-term events at one time, under the gun of 50 m.p.h. winds.
Although not fully inclusive, these events (most of which began and operated subsequent in the first 12 hours) included substantial or complete destruction of 12 or more occupied homes, 12 or more abandoned/unoccupied homes, and 10 or more sheds, garages, barns, or other outdoor structures.
At least one roof was blown off a home, while multiple “routine” house fires turned into local conflagrations, and a dumpster fire ended up burning through the roof of the Burlington Coat Factory in Laurel.
The largest wild-fires, scorching nearly 1,000 acres, were the “Chalk Point Fire”, the “Van Dusen Fire”, and the “Piscataway Fire”.
The stories I have heard are harrowing at least – from the Station 841 crews close-call, having to abruptly abandon their position in brush while breathing air, to the total destruction of the brush truck from Station 836, to the thousands of feet of sacrificed hose and hand equipment, to the multiple house fires in the College Park/Branchville area with underground gas leaks.
Thankfully, we suffered only three minor injuries among the nearly 600 responders – an impressive measure of your effort to keep “Safety First”.
For our officers:
Your training and education teaches you that you will have the opportunity to be leaders, or to be led.
While we were not perfect by any means, many of you proved yourselves as leaders during these events.
It is incumbent upon us now to learn from these events as a whole, and to pass on our lessons for the benefit of our improvement and that of others.
I encourage all company officers to immediately hold hot-wash after action reviews (AAR) with your crews, while the Department will schedule a series of officer level AAR’s in the coming week.
I visited with the County Executive today in Laurel, and I will visit the remainder of the larger incident scenes over the course of the next couple of days.
This was indeed a team effort of proportions surpassed by few in their careers.
Whether you were at the EOC with me, or on any of the dozen or more incident scenes, or providing staffing at a firehouse or perimeter post, or providing care and comfort for our people; whether you are a command officer, police officer, firefighter, EMT, paramedic, dispatcher, civilian, administrative, paid or volunteer: THANK YOU for a job well done.
I am proud and humbled to serve as your Fire Chief.
Please pass along my thanks to anyone who may not receive this email directly.
Marc S. Bashoor, Acting Fire Chief
