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PRESS RELEASE:  VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER ARRESTED FOR DRIVING FIRE ENGINE WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL
Early Saturday morning, a deputy with the Loudoun Sheriff’s Office witnessed a retired fire engine owned by the Hamilton Volunteer Fire Company operating in a dangerous manner.   Upon learning that there were no active fire incidents in the Hamilton area, the deputy stopped the engine.  After a subsequent investigation, it was determined that all five off-duty volunteer firefighters in the engine were intoxicated.  The driver, a volunteer with the Hamilton Fire Company, was arrested for Driving Under the Influence (DUI) and Unauthorized Use of Vehicle. The other four occupants of the truck were released to an officer of the fire company. The Sheriff’s Office investigation of this incident continues and additional charges may result.

The volunteer members of the Hamilton Volunteer Fire Company involved in this incident have resigned.  Two volunteers from other companies who were riding in the truck have been suspended while the internal investigation of this matter continues.

The County’s Fire and Rescue Commission, the Department of Fire, Rescue, and Emergency Management, and the Hamilton Volunteer Fire Company are grateful for the prompt action of the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office. The behavior of these individuals does not represent the values of Loudoun’s fire and rescue service and will not be tolerated by any of our volunteer companies or the Department. This incident involved off-duty personnel and a retired fire engine, so fire and rescue readiness was not jeopardized.

Additional inquires should be addressed to Vincent DiBenedetto, Public Information Officer of the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office  or Mary Maguire, Public Information Officer for the Department of Fire, Rescue, and Emergency Management.
Loudoun County Fire-Rescue Chief W. Keith Brower, Jr. and Fire-Rescue Commission Chair Douglas G. Rambo will be on hand today at 3:30 PM at 801 Sycolin Road, 1st Floor in Leesburg, Virginia to address any questions regarding this incident.  If you are interested in attending, please contact PIO Mary L. Maguire at 703-777-0333 or 571-436-1054 as soon as possible.  
-END-

