DISTRICT OF COLUMBTA PIRE DTPARTMERT

Truck "ompany No, 8
Platoon Yo, 3

January 21, 197
MEMORANDOM TO THE FIRF CRTRP:
SUBJEC?: Pireground Rescues.

At 0003 this date ©-25 was dispatched on a local for
brush to 4307 3rd St., 2.%. Upon their arrival they fomd
fire coming from a pioture window on the rirst floor of a
three story apartment building., The flsmes were extending
to the seocond and third floors. At 0006 they reoquested a
Task Poree Alarm to which Truck 8 responded first due. pon
our arrival fire could be seen blowing from the firss snd
seeond floors and extending into the third floor smd attio
arsa, The rest of the building was obliterated by the very
dense smoke that was boiling from every opening, A erowd of
15 to 20 people immediately degan grabb!ngont us and hystericaslly
soremaing of people trapped inside, Due these oircumstances
I requested a Box Alarm.

With the members of Truock P performing so meny tasks at
the sams time, Y feel that it would be impossible S0 place the
svents that followed in any kind of shronclogioal order,
Therefore, the following 15 & synopsis of each man'as motivities
after earriving on the fireground:

Pvt. Barett W, Yayne, Halligcan Rar: Ymuediately donned
his 8cots Alr Pak and raced the stairway, which was fvll of
heavry smoke and searing heat, to the third floor, He broke
into Aps. 301 (directly over the fire) vhers, with the assis-
tance of Pvt. Kenneth M, Cox, began to search for viotims,
Vhile searching the back bedroom he heard the fire oracklin
overhead, tut continued with his wvork. As he started out o
the room and.into the hallway the entire ceilling fell, engulfe
ing the rooa and hallway In flsmes, With the celling down the
tvo men could see that the flemes had spread over top of this
epartaent and on to the next one (302), so they split up, with
Pvs. Cox going to Apt. 302 and Pvt, Payne going back into the
hellvay to sesrch the other bedroom (not yet invoived). After
completely searching Apt. 31, Pvt, Payne made his way to Aps.
303 and broke In the door. Just inside the door he heard LS.
Lawrepce L, Beardmore in the back of the apartment, He worked
his way back smd found Lt. Beardmore with two children at a
kisshen vindow, Taking the child tha$ wvas still eonseious
(Mnthony Howard, sge 7), he oravlied bask to the stalyway and
dowmn the three flights of steps. Omge cutside he gave the ohild
to Pv$. L.H. Brummell of Ambulance 3 and s-auufy returned
to Apt. 303, where he checked with Lt, Reardmore and shen
oompleted the search of that apartwent,

Prt. Kenneth M. Gox, Ax and Hook: Pwt, Oox, assisted by
s, Bear s Talsed the 2i' ladder to the baloemy of Apt., 3M
and, wi assended the ladder, kioked im a window,
sad e ® heat and smeke filled apartment. There, he was

&
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joined by Pvt, Payne., The two men had been searching the apart-
ment for about a minute when the ceiling oame down snd the
flames oould be seen sprealling to Apt., 302, 7"vt, Cox then went
immediately to Apt. 302 and began orawling through in search
of trapped victims. In the back bedroom he encountersd peices
of celling and fire dropping down, but he continued to search,
Then, guided by a womsn soreaming, he found an open door to the
third floor balcony. There he found James and Jean ZToleman,
with thsir two daughters, Karen, 7, and "herera, 3. Pvt, Cox
got thea down on the floor and calmed them down, s then looked
over the daleony and sav Engine 32 laving out dowm the slley,
but no ladders long enoush to reach his third floor position.,
With the fire novw burning in the back betroom he deoided that
they had to try the interior stalrway. He calmly exvlained
to the Colemans that they would orawl out of the apartusmt,
that he would lead the way oarrying ™heress, ¥rs. Toleman would
be in the mtddle, and !'r, Molemen woul?d carry Xaren and trall,
He further explained that the going would be rough but if they
811 held hands ard trfyed to hold their hreath that they sould
nake it. His axplaingtion must have been very comvineing, for
they followved his plan to the letter--e---gnd mede ft. (Mr.
Coleman later thanked Pvt, Cox and told him that they were just
ready to drop the children over the side and jump themselves
when he found them.) Once cutside, Pvi. Cox observed that the
fire vas Deing knocked down on the first floor, so he placed
mcoet Alr Pak in service snd went beok inside and searched

¢ area.

Pvg, Miochael J,. Malone, Truck Driver: Vith the assistance
of Pvé. Thomas ¥. Sweeney, Tvt., ¥Malone ralised the 30° lgdder
and knooked out the two large windows at the top of the stair-
well in order to releive the interior stairway of the super-
heated smoke end gases. They went back to the Truok and pot
the other 30' ladder and had just started to raise it to the
third floor baloony of Apt., 30i, when “rs. Oeraldine Addison and
her 11 year 0ld son, "ummell, ceme through the bulocm; door,
choking, screaming, and coughing, They had started olimding
over the rail when ®vt, Malons hollered for them to stay there,
that they wvere oo-tng to get them, Fe then slimded to the Sop,
g0% the boy, and assisted him down. He started back up for the
wonmani, As he neared the top of the ladder, the smoke, now
gushing from open bdelaony door, rendered the baleony imtenable
and Mrs. Addisen jumped on Pve, Malone's head, Somehow he
nanegeod to hold on to her and earry her down, with her legs
straddling his neok, Prvt, Malone went dack up the ladder,
and searched the rest of the apartment, He then triesd to get
to the naxt apartment (303), bus was 4riven back by the intemse
heat and smoke In the stairwvay. 9Ye went back down the ladder
and over to the rirst ladder (30' at the stairwell), raised {4
to the roof, and olimbed up in search of & roof hateh to further
releive the interior stairway. There was no hsteh, but the
ventilation was taken ocare of wvhile he was up there as the fire
broke through the roof.

Prt. Thomas X. Sweeney, Tillermmn: Ralsed the 30' ladder
and knocked eut the large windows over tne sSairwell, went back
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with Pvt, Malone and got the other 30! ladder and raised 1t

in order to rescue the woman and boy from Apt. 30L4. Pvt, 3weeney,
then realising that there must be 2 nead for ladders 'n the
rear, smlisted the help of three aivilians to help him, They
went to the Truck, got the 35' ladder, cerried it down a very
steesp emdanikment, over two fences, an? up a steep torrace to

the rear position. It there that “vt. Swsenoy met “apt, James ¥,
Reilly, of Engine 32, who 4id indesd heve 2 need for the lesdder,
es he odbserved Lt., Beardmore in & third floor vindow with three
ohildren in his arms and heavy smo¥e bo1ling out sbove their
heada, Pvt. Sweeney, “spt. Rellly, and Pvt, Arthur D, Swadley,
the 3rd PC'g Alde, ralsed the ladder under the most dirfioult
cireunstances, as the ground in the rear came out about 6 feet
from the building and then dropred abruptly off, down a shear
emdbaniment of about 12 feet, Being the most winded of the

three, Prvt. Swesney then breced the ladder in a near streight-
up poaition, while Capt. Reilly and Pvt, Swadley went up and

gos two of the three children (Bonnie snd Alberto Rowsrd).

Lieut. Lawrence L. Tleardmore, In charge of "ruck 8: Raised

2" ladder with Pvt. “ox and ordered Pvts, Sweenoy and Walone
to knook out the larpge windows over the stairwell, Them, hear-
a woman soream " my kids are inside ", T ran to her and assked
her exactly where they were, 5She saild that they wvere {n the
apartuent straight ahead at the top of the steps snd that she
had left the apartment door opén. T ren up the stairwvay,

found the open door snd s !:ed in when T heerd a ohild erying,.
I shut the door behind me wlied toward the sound, ITmmeddately
after tuming through e doorway (which lster turned out to bde
the kitchen) Y found 4} year 0ld Ronnie Woward, uneonsoious on
the floor. Y picked hiwm up and kept moving towvards the orying
sound, About feet into the rome I sav 7 vear old Anthony
Heward on the kitchen tadle that he had 4ragged $o window. He
was climbing out the window, ready to §ump, when T grabded him
snd pulled him baok in., T turned, with the intention of tak-
ing them down the stairway, but had only taken a feow steps vhem
I stumbldd over Alberto Moward, ege 4, unaoonsoiouvas on the floor,
Not being able to carry all three, and not wanting to leave one,
I changed my plens., T sat Anthony on the table with his head
out of the window and lald tbc two ungonscious children on thelr
backs over the windowsill in an effort to create an airway.

T then yeslled down to Capt. Retlly, of "ngine 32, that YT had
three children and needed a ladder or a mam with a magk to help
me got them out. T had no sooner yelled vhen I saw Pvt, " .V,
Sweeney and some oivilians ooming with the ladder. TS wvas
raised to the window and Tap$. Reilly oceme up and got 4 yvear
0ld Ronnie. As Tapt, Reilly started down the ladder I heard
the apartmont door being broken in so T gave a ysll, Pvs,

B.W. Payne had broken down ths door, heard me yell, and came
orawling back into the kitehen. I asked him if he thought

he oould maks it badk down the steirwey and he said he sculd,

I gave him Anthony, who was still oconsolous, and he made his
way to the stairwvay end down., T then gave Alberto mouth-to-
mouth resuseitation until Pvt. Swadley got to the top of the
ladder to get him,
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Aftar the nine people had been rosoued the men of Truck 8

oontinued to do the routine truck work that is required at a
working fire.

L’nrcnoo t. Reardnore
Liout.



